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diftinée deferipfimus.  flle menfe Decembri ab Auftra
libus cli partibus per aftra Leporis, Orionis & Taurt
ubi Eclipticam {ecuit cum iaclinatione gradoum %6, &
per Perfeurn ad Caffi>peam pervenit, ubi videri defiie
menfée Januerio, anm 1653, Hic videri capit initio
Menfis Septembris in eadom Cafliopea parte ubi ille vi-
deri deficrar, indeque pergens per humeros & brachia
Cephei, ubi latitudinem maximam ab Echptica habuit
graduum 7. tranfiit inter Draconem & Cygrum, per
pellem Leonis in Hercule, per Opitaeuin uique ad Con-
ftellationem fcorpii, quam tenebat in ultimis obfervati:
onibus a die 24 ad 23 Septembris habitis.  Ex his autem
obfervationibus collegimus cometam hunc Perigeum ob-
tinuifle die 7 Septembris velpcie cum maximd velocitate
apparenti graduum fere decem unius dici fpatio.

IV. Part of a Letter from Dr.Cay to Dr.Lifter,
concerning the Vertnes of the Oftracites;
with a Remark of the DoSlor's on it.

Have been waiting a confiderable time for a further

and fuller Account of the Virtues of the Offracites
from Dr. Fome of Barwick, from whom 1 had the firft
Account of its being fo extraordinary @ Medicine in the
Nephritis, but as yet have not got all the Satisfation
that I would have inthe matter. However, left you
thould think I forget to make a Rctura to your laft obli-

ging Letter, Trather choofe to fend you the following

Account, imperfect as it is, than make you wait any
longer fora bezter.
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Dr. Home, in a Letter to me in November laft, tells
me, ¢ That he never us’d this Medicine to any that he
¢ knew to be troubled with a Confirm’d ftone (being
¢ perfwaded that no Medicine can break a large ftone)
“but only to fuch as were affli¢ted with Gravel or fmall
~Stones ; that fome of his Patients were cured without
“evacuating any gravel or Stones at all, that otherseva.

cuated both: That it never does its Work {uddenly,
(being not remarkably Diuretick) but that it rather
diffolved the little Stones than forced’em.  That nene
that he ever gave this Medicine to,however grievoufly
-and frequently affli¢ed before, have ever been troubled
¢ withNephritick pains fince;That his manner of giving
‘ it,is in fine pouder mixed with-about athird part of fores
¢ Chamomel : Dofe fromhalf a Dram to one Dram in
¢ White-wine. That the greateft Dofe is often apt to
¢ offend and nauféate the Stomach ; That he once gave
¢ it alone with a weak infufion of Chamomil Flow-
¢ ers, in White-wine after it, but that this did not fo
¢ well.

Thus far he. T can fay but little yet of my own
Knowledge of this Medicine, having had it but a fhort
while, and notus'd it yet to any but one Gentlewoman,
whofe frequent and violent Fits of the Gravel, made her
fead a Life unea{y enough. T gave her this Medicine
not mixed with flores Chamomel (for at that time T was
unacquainted with Dr.2fomes manner of giving it) but
with poudered Semina Saxifrag. 1 cannotfay, that fince
the ufed this Medicine fhe never had any Returns of her
paing, but {he neither has them {0 violent, nor {o fre-
quently ; and whenever the is threatned with them, fhe
moft certainly finds eafe by that time fhe hastaken three
Dofes of her Powder: And fhe hasfince the ufe of
this Medicine voided a great many fmall Stones: But
ke reafon perhaps why fhe is {till threatned with the

Return

R . T T N W Y N



(&)

Return of her Nephritick Pains, is, that {he has never
follow’d her Medicine throughly, but upon the third
Dole, finding {uch certain Eafe, fhe gives it over, till a
new Fit forces herto ufe iragain.  But however, this ha-
ving done {o much more for her already, than any
thing fhe cver met with before, fhe is {o pleas’d with it,
and ipcaks fuch great things of it, thatI believe the will
foon furnifh me with opportunities enough of givieg it
a fair and full Tryal; and when I know more of ir,
you may expect to hear further. In the mean time it
may not perhaps be amils for you to be ufing it your
{flf; and I dore promife you, that you'll find fome-
what in it, that will make you fet a Value upon
it.

I take this Shell to be that which you call Offracites
maximus rugofus (& afper; and which you have with
the utmoft exaclacels deferibed. It burns to a Lime as
other Shells do, and as the Selenites -(the’ weakly) does.
It yields no Volatil Salt, tho’ I try’d it in a naked Fire ;
nor does common Oyfter-fhells, frefh taken and ufed,
afford above half a Scruple of a Liquor fomewhat mo-
derately Urinous, from four Ounces of Shells. And i¢
may be, if they were long dryed and expofed to the
Weather, they would loofe even that, and yield no
more Volatil Salt than the Offracites. 1 contels I was
fomewhat furprized at this matter ; fince there are who
fay , that even the other Shells, that are commonly
calld petrify’d, yield a Volatil Salt : and I had my felf
from the Shells of Crultaceous Fifhes, (particularly-of
Lobfters) had a Volatil Salt and fetid Oyl in no incon-
fiderable quantity , even in a Sand Furnace. But thefe
fort of Shells differ from other Shells (as you have ex=
actly obferved) in this too, Quod in his umbo ad card:-
nem feviter roftrazus e, qui tamen in Offreis paunlym ali-
ter ¢ff.  They differ too in their fpecifick Gravity,
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‘thefe being more ponderous then common Oy {ter-fhells,

and fomewhat near the {pecifick Gravity of the Selenizes.

But indeed they differ one from another in Gravity, as

wellas from other Shells, as they pattake more or lefs

of a Tophaceous Subftance that coats many of ’em

on the infide, and which perhaps may be fomewhat

akin to the Selenites. And whether they may not have

many other very different qualifications one from -ano-

ther, according to the feveral different Beds they are
tound in, I think there may be {ome reafon to doube,

I have obferved fome fuch differences among the Cormug
Ammanis , baving had one or two fmall ones from our
Coal-pits here, that had a confiderable mixture of the
Pyrites; whereas thefe that are found about Whitly, ap.

proach, I think, more to the nature of the Alum-
ftone ; and perhaps the Cornua Ammonis of the Ancierits

were found in Beds of fomewhat yet more valuable ;
fince Pliny {ays they were of a Golden Colour, and were
reckoned,inter Sacratifimas. ZEthiopiee gemmas. 1 know

Agricola, [De ortu® caufis Subterrancoram, lib.iv.] ac

counts for this Golden Colour after another manner :
Cornua Amvsvnis inquit fucco aluminis infella anrei coloris
Junt. And I am ready enough to think,that there is fome
truth not only in this Obfervation,but in what he imme-
diavely adds, (dem inquit & aliis guibnfdam lapidibus acc;-

dit. For I cannot but attribute the extraordinary appea-

rance of Colours inthe Peacock-tail Coal, to its being

infected with the Succas Aluminis, having {een fome pie-

ces of this pretty fort of Coal, thoot into true and ge-
nuine Alum. = Yet I'cannot take this to be all the rea.

fonof the Golden Colour of the Cornua Ammonis of the

Antients, fince I think, if this had been all, they had

never been numbred, or deferved a place among their

Gems.
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But be that matter as it will, I think its time to pui
an end to a Letter, that’s already grown much longer
then was defign’d ; [ fhall therefore add no more cen-
cerning thefe Shells, being unwilling to burn my Fin-
gers with that intricate and perplext quettion, What they
are» Allthat I fhall fay of this matter fhall be only
this; It they be real Shells, their being found in fuch
different parts of the World, and at{uch great diftance
from any Sea, may ferve for a fair and convincing Ar-
gument of theUniver(ality of the Deluge. Andit they
be not Shells, but only ftones form’d by (what fome
People call) Fanciful and {porting Nature, we may at
leaft conclude thus much from it, That fince even thefe
Lufus Nature, thefe Freaks, and random ftrokes of Na-
ture, have not ooly a Beauty, buta real ufe, thatno-
thing in Nature is made in vain: And that many other
Foffils that we now contemn as toys and ttifles, fit on«
ly for furnifhing out a Mufesm, may have other remar-
kable Virtues, that may in time bring even them to be
taken notice of, and valw'd. as well as the long neglected

and defpis'd Offracites.

The Do&ors Remark.

N.B. The Golden Colour is from its being a Pyrites,
that is Iron flone.  Again, All the Conchitz kind,
but more particalarly the Belemnit® & lapides Ju.
daici, were known to the Antients for Specificks in
Gravel.
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4. Deinde ante-dictze rafure flagnant fluxum fangui-
nis applicata cuicunque vuloeri,  Et cum anno prate.
tito, 1692. daretur bibi feminz laboraat profluvio {an.
guinis diaturno evalit incolumis.

5. Fugat febres, nam me preefente eodem anno datum
fuic cuidam infantule laboranti intenfiffima febre ut bibe-
ret & illico aufugit fibris,

6. Juvac Parientes femings ad hoc ut facilius, & felici-
us creaturam expellant,

7.Venio tandem ad quotidianam experientiam : Mire
proficit pro quacumque repletione & cruditate Stoma-
chi & contra proficit prodyfenteria & frequenti dejicien-
di cupiditate temperanda,

De mode applicandi Medicinam fupradiitam.

Dividat quifque granum in tres partes ad modum illi-
us quod divifum rmitto, & cum fenferit nece(fitatem,im-
anittat in os per quadrantem hora, vel per dimidium, &
deglutiat {alivas qua deftillaverint, ac poftea bibat qua-
fi duas aut tres uncias aquae frigide & videbit effe-
¢tum.

Aliter quaeratur fragmenium doriflimum teltaceum,
aut quid fimile illi quod mitto, ac in parte concava pona-
tur parumaque frigide, & ibi refricetur fructus (ficut
indicat illud quod mitto) & aqua illa ponatur in va-
fcula cum rafuris, & iterum ter aut quater fiat fimiliter
ufquedum habeas duas uncias illius confectionis & loti-
onis fraginenti teftacei ac grani fruticis,ac poftea revolva-
tur & bibat patiens.

Item divifum granum in frulta i frigatur cum oleo
(precipue Olivarum’ & Oleum illud bibatur aut plagis
applicetur, aut membra {pafinod faborantia cum eo un-
gantur, eft Medicinale ut fupra,

£oc Experimento Comperimus.
F.Jvannes & Jefv.
V. 4



